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[57] ABSTRACT

The lens system includes, in order from an object side, a 1-st
lens unit having a positive refractive power which has at
least two positive lens elements and a negative lens element
positioned on an image side of said positive lens elements,
a 2-nd lens unit having a positive refractive power and a 3-rd
lens unit having a positive refractive power. During
focusing, both 1-st and 3-rd lens units are fixed, whereas the
2-nd lens unit is movable along an optical axis. The lens
system satisfies at least one of the conditions 1.8<F1/f<2.4
and 0.8<F2/f<0.96.

39 Claims, 26 Drawing Sheets
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1

LARGE APERTURE MEDIUM TELEPHOTO
LENS SYSTEM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to medium telephoto lens
systems and, more particularly, to a medium telephoto lens
system having a large aperture ratio (hereinafter referred to
as “A large aperture medium telephoto lens system™).

2. Description of the Related Art

As medium telephoto lenses, Gauss type lenses and
modified Gauss type lenses have heretofore been widely
used because these lenses have excellent image-forming
performance despite a simple lens arrangement composed of
6 to 8 lens elements.

Further, in recent years, so called “floating technique” has
been introduced into medium telephoto lens systems of the
type described above. Consequently, it has become possible
to obtain excellent performance for objects in the object
distance range of from the infinite object point to the nearest
object point as far as flat image-forming performance is
concerned.

Meanwhile, autofocus single-lens reflex cameras have
recently spread remarkably. As a result, interchangeable
lenses have also been demanded to reduce the weight of a
lens unit movable during focusing and to shorten the dis-
tance through which the lens unit moves to effect focusing.

However, the focusing method used with the conventional
Gauss type lens is to move the entire lens system to effect
focusing or to vary a specific lens spacing while moving the
entire lens system. In either case, the entire lens system,
which is heavy, must be moved through a relatively long
distance. Therefore, the conventional Gauss type lens is not
suitable for use in an autofocus camera from the viewpoint
of focusing speed and power consumption.

To solve the problem, the present applicant has proposed
lens systems which are disclosed, for example, in Japanese
Patent Application Laid Open No. 03-200909 and U.S. Pat.
No. 4,812,027.

The lens systems disclosed in the above-mentioned pub-
lications are of the rear focusing type, which is composed of
a front lens unit having three lens elements, i.e., a positive
lens element, a positive lens element, and a negative lens
element, based on the front lens group of the Gauss type
lens, and a rear lens unmit including a plurality of lens
elements and having a positive refractive power as a whole.
In the rear focusing type, focusing is effected by moving
only the rear lens unit.

However, the rear focusing system suffers from the dis-
advantage that the closest distance performance (i.e., the
image-forming performance for an object at the closest
focusing distance) generally degrades in the case of “fast”
lenses having an f-number smaller than 1.7, although it can
make excellent aberration correction for relatively “slow”
lenses having an f-number larger than 1.7.

The rear focusing system further involves the problem
that the balance between spherical aberration and field
curvature deteriorates at a specific object distance.

In view of the above-described problems, an object of the
present invention is to provide a large aperture medium
telephoto lens system which is capable of focusing by
movement of a lens unit having a minimal number of lens
elements and yet excellent in the closest distance perfor-
mance.
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2
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

To attain the above-described object, the present inven-
tion provides a lens system including, in order from the
object side, a 1-st lens unit having a positive refractive
powetr, a 2-nd lens unit having a positive refractive power,
and a 3-rd lens unit having a positive refractive power.
During focusing, both the 1-st and 3-rd lens units are fixed,
whereas the 2-nd lens unit is movable along an optical axis.
The lens system satisfies the following conditions (1) to (3):

1.8<Flif24 )]
()

(C))

0.8<F2f<0.96
9<F3/f<20

where
F1: the focal length of the 1-st lens unit;
F2: the focal length of the 2-1nd lens unit;
F3: the focal length of the 3-1d lens unit; and

f: the focal length of the entire lens system.

A lens system having excellent closest distance perfor-
mance can also be obtained when any one of the above
conditions (1) to (3), or two of them, that is, (1) and (3), or
(2) and (3), are satisfied.

In addition, the present invention provides a lens system
including, in order from the object side, a 1-st lens unit
having a positive refractive power, a 2-nd lens unit having
a positive refractive power, and a 3-rd lens unit having a
positive refractive power. The 1-st lens unit includes, in
order from the object side, a positive lens element having a
convex surface directed toward the object side, a positive
meniscus lens element having a convex surface directed
toward the object side, and a negative meniscus lens element
having a convex surface directed toward the object side. The
2-nd lens unit includes two sub units, that is, a front sub unit
and a rear sub unit, in order from the object side. The front
sub unit includes, in order from the object side, a positive
lens element having a convex surface directed toward the
object side, and a negative lens element whose image-side
surface is more steeply concaved than the object-side sur-
face thereof. The rear sub unit includes, in order from the
object side, a cemented lens component and a positive lens
element. The cemented lens component is composed of a
negative lens element having a concave surface directed
toward the object side, and a positive lens element having a
convex surface directed toward the image side. The 2-nd
lens unit further includes an aperture stop disposed between
the front and rear sub units. The 3-rd lens unit has a positive
lens elemest. The lens system satisfies the following con-
ditions (4) to (6):

0.28<D1/f<0.36 “

®
®

0.19<S1//<0.23

0.62<r1/f<1.0

where

D1: the axial thickness of the 1-st lens unit;

S1: the axial air spacing between the 1-st and 2-nd lens
units when the lens system is focused at the infinite
object point; and

11: the radius of curvature of the object-side surface of the
positive lens element closest to the object side in the
1-st lens unit.

In the present invention, the following condition (7), (15)

or (17) may be satisfied instead of the condition (6).
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3
Alternatively, the following two conditions (8) and (9), or
(10) and (11) may be satisfied instead of the condition (6).
Further, the conditions (1) to (3), or the conditions (6) and
(7) may be satisfied instead of the conditions (4) to (6).

~0.8<r10/19<0 Q)

0.08<Da/<0.13 8)

0.07<Db4<0.13 ©)

—B<Faf-1.5 (10)

0.57<Fbf<0.7 (11)

15<v1-v2<27 15)

3<v8-va<12 an

1

where

19: the radius of curvature of the object-side surface of
that negative lens element in the 2-nd lens unit whose
image-side surface is more steeply concaved than the
object-side surface thereof;

r10: the radius of curvature of the image-side surface of
that negative lens element in the 2-nd lens unit whose
image-side surface is more steeply concaved than the
object-side surface thereof;

Da: the axial thickness of the front sub unit in the 2-nd
lens unit;

Db: the axial air spacing between the front and rear sub
units in the 2-nd lens unit when the lens system is
focused at the infinite object point;

Fa: the focal length of the front sub unit in the 2-nd lens
unit;
Fb: the focal length of the rear sub unit in the 2-nd lens

unit;
v1: the Abbe’s number of the positive lens element in the
1-st lens unit that is closest to the object side;
v2: the Abbe’s number of the second positive lens element
in the 1-st lens unit from the object side;

v4: the Abbe’s number of the positive lens element in the
2-nd lens unit that is closest to the object side; and

v8: the Abbe’s number of the positive lens element in the
2-nd lens unit that is closest to the image side.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows the lens arrangement of a large aperture
medium telephoto lens system according to a first embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 graphically shows various aberrations when the
lens system is focused at the infinite object point in the first
embodiment.

FIG. 3 graphically shows various aberrations when the
image magnification is ~V1o in the first embodiment.

FIG. 4 shows the lens arrangement of a large aperture
medium telephoto lens system according to a secomd
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. § graphically shows various aberrations when the
lens system is focused at the infinite object point in the
second embodiment.

FIG. 6 graphically shows various aberrations when the
image magnification is —V1o in the second embodiment.

FIG. 7 shows the lens arrangement of a large aperture
medium telephoto lens system according to a third embodi-
ment of the present invention.
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4

FIG. 8 graphically shows various aberrations when the
lens system is focused at the infinite object point in the third
embodiment.

FIG. 9 graphically shows various aberrations when the
image magnification is —Vio in the third embodiment.

FIG. 10 shows the lens arrangement of a large aperture
medium telephoto lens system according to a fourth embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 11 graphically shows various aberrations when the
lens system is focused at the infinite object point in the
fourth embodiment.

FIG. 12 graphically shows various aberrations when the
image magnification is —Vio in the fourth embodiment.

FIG. 13 shows the lens arrangement of a large aperture
medijum telephoto lens system according to a fifth embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 14 graphically shows various aberrations when the
lens system is focused at the infinite object point in the fifth
embodiment.

FIG. 15 graphically shows various aberrations when the
image magnification is —Y1o in the fifth embodiment.

FIG. 16 shows the lens arrangement of a large aperture
medium telephoto lens system according to a sixth embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 17 graphically shows various aberrations when the
lens system is focused at the infinite object point in the sixth
embodiment.

FIG. 18 graphically shows various aberrations when the
image magnification is —V1o in the sixth embodiment.

FIG. 19 shows the lens arrangement of a large aperture
medium telephoto lens system according to a seventh
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 20 graphically shows various aberrations when the
lens system is focused at the infinite object point in the
seventh embodiment.

FIG. 21 graphically shows various aberrations when the
image magnification is —%io0 in the seventh embodiment.

FIG. 22 shows the lens arrangement of a large aperture
medium telephoto lens system according to an eighth
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 23 graphically shows various aberrations when the
lens system is focused at the infinite object point in the
eighth embodiment.

FIG. 24 graphically shows various aberrations when the
image magnification is —V1o in the eighth embodiment.

FIGS. 25(a) and 25(b) schematically show the refractive
power distribution in the a large aperture medium telephoto
lens system according to the present invention, together with
the focusing operation thereof.

FIGS. 26(a) and 26(b) schematically show the refractive
power distribution in the conventional rear focusing type
lens system, together with the focusing operation thereof.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

In each of the following embodiments thereof, the a large
aperture medium telephoto lens system of the present inven-
tion includes, in order from the object side, a 1-st lens unit
G1 having a positive refractive power, a 2-nd lens unit G2
having a positive refractive power, and a 3-rd lens unit G3
having a positive refractive power. During focusing, both the
1-stlens unit G1 and the 3-rd lens unit G3 are fixed, whereas
the 2-nd lens unit G2 is movable along an optical axis. The
lens system satisfies the conditions described below.
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Each of the conditions of the present invention will be
explained below.
The large aperture medium telephoto lens system of the
present invention, which has the above-described
arrangement, satisfies the following conditions (1) to (3):

1.8<FUf2.4 @)
0.8<F2/f<0.96 @
9<F3]f<20 (©)]

where

F1: the focal length of the 1-st lens unit G1;

F2: the focal length of the 2-nd lens unit G2;

F3: the focal length of the 3-rd lens unit; and

f: the focal length of the entire lens system.

The conditions (1) to (3) specify for each lens unit a focal
length suitable for the mechanism or aberration correction.

The condition (1), which specifies an appropriate focal
length range for the 1-st lens unit G1, relates to the correc-
tion of spherical aberration and the balance between field
curvature and spherical aberration.

If F1/f is not smaller than the upper limit of the condition
(1), i.e., 2.4, it becomes difficult to obtain a good balance
between the spherical aberration and the field curvature
when the lens system is focused at the nearest object point,
although the spherical aberration can be effectively cor-
rected.

If F1/f is not larger than the lower limit of the condition
(1), i.e., 1.8, it becomes difficult to effectively correct the
annular spherical aberration, and under-correction of the
field curvature and the spherical aberration becomes remark-
able when the lens system is focused at the nearest object
point.

The condition (2), which specifies an appropriate focal
length range for the 2-nd lens unit G2, relates to the lens
movement for focusing, the arrangement for ensuring the
required back focus, and the variation of spherical aberra-
tion.

If F2/f is not smalier than the upper limit of the condition
(2). ie., 0.96, the variation of spherical aberration is
suppressed, and it is favorable for ensuring the required back
focus. However, the amount of movement of the 2-nd lens
unit G2 required to effect focusing increases, which goes
against the object of the present invention. It should be noted
that it is preferable to set the upper limit of the condition (2)
to 0.9 with a view to obtaining an appropriate lens move-
ment for achieving a reduction in the overall size of the lens
system.

If F2/f is not larger than the lower limit of the condition
(2), i.e., 0.8, the variation of spherical aberration increases,
and it becomes difficult to ensure the required back focus,
although it is possible to minimize the amount of movement
of the 2-nd lens unit G2. It should be noted that it is
preferable to set the lower limit of the condition (2) to 0.83
in order to ensure an adequate back focus.

The condition (3) must be satisfied in order to maintain an
optimal balance between the spherical aberration and the
field curvature at the nearest object point.

If F3/f is not smaller than the upper limit of the condition
(3). i.e., 20, the refractive power of the 3-rd lens unit G3
becomes excessively small and less effective, so that the
spherical aberration is under-corrected at the nearest object
point, resulting in over-correction of the field curvature,
unfavorably.

If F3/f is not larger than the lower limit of the condition
(3), i.e., 9, the refractive power of the 3-rd lens unit G3
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6

becomes excessively large, so that the spherical aberration is
over-corrected at the nearest object point, resulting in under-
correction of the field curvature. In addition, the amount of
movement of the 2-nd lens unit G2 becomes undesirably
large, causing the overall size of the lens system to increase
disadvantageously.

In the present invention, it is preferable to satisfy the
following conditions (4) and (5) in addition to the conditions
(1) to (3):

0.28<D1/<0.36 )

0.19<S1//0.23 5)

where
D1: the axial thickness of the 1-st lens unit G1; and
S1: the axial air spacing between the 1-st and 2-nd lens
units G1 and G2 when the lens system is focused at the
infinite object point.

The condition (4) relates to the correction of spherical
aberration at a standard object distance, and it must be
satisfied in order to make favorable spherical aberration
correction.

If D1/f is not larger than the lower limit of the condition
(4), ie., 0.28, it becomes difficult to effectively correct the
spherical aberration occurring in the 1-st lens unit G1, and
it is impossible to attain a large aperture ratio, which is an
object of the present invention.

I D1/f is not smalier than the upper limit of the condition
(4),i.e.,0.36, the axial thickness of the 1-st lens unit G1 (i.e.,
the distance along the optical axis from the surface closest
to the object side to the surface closest to the image side)
becomes excessively large, resulting in an increase in the
overall size of the lens system and an increasing vignetting.

The condition (5) specifies an appropriate range for the
spacing between the 1-st and 2-nd lens units G1 and G2
when the lens system is focused at the infinite object point.

If S1/f is not larger than the lower limit of the condition
(5), i.e., 0.19, the spacing between the two lens units is
excessively narrow, so that the two lens units interfere with
each other when the lens system is focused at the nearest
object point.

If S1/f is not smaller than the upper limit of the condition
(5), i.e., 0.23, the spacing between the two lens units is
excessively wide, so that a vignetting is likely to become
insufficient.

Thus, the present invention enables the aberration varia-
tion to be effectively corrected.

According to another aspect of the present invention, a
specific lens arrangement is provided for each lens unit. That
is, it is preferable for each lens unit to have the following
lens arrangement: The 1-st lens unit G1 includes, in order
from the object side, a positive lens element L1 having a
convex surface directed toward the object side, a positive
meniscus lens element 1.2 having a convex surface directed
toward the object side, and a negative meniscus lens element
L3 having a convex surface directed toward the object side.
The 2-nd lens unit G2 includes, in order from the object side,
a front sub unit G21, a rear sub unit G22, and an aperture
stop A disposed between the front and rear sub units G21 and
G22. The front sub unit G21 includes, in order from the
object side, a positive lens element 14 having a convex
surface directed toward the object side, and a negative lens
element LS whose image-side surface is more steeply con-
caved than the object-side surface thereof. The rear sub unit
G22 includes, in order from the object side, a cemented lens
component L6 and a positive lens element L7. The cemented
lens component L6 is composed of a negative lens element
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having a concave surface directed toward the object side,
and a positive lens having a convex surface directed toward
the image side. The 3-rd lens unit G3 has a positive lens
element LS.

The 1-st lens unit G1 has an arrangement based on the
front lens group of the Gauss type lens, and it converges a
bundle of light rays while suppressing the occurrence of
spherical aberration and astigmatism. The 1-st lens unit G1
further forms a tele converter of a positive and a negative
lens element, which are disposed in the mentioned order
from the object side, to suppress the increase in the size of
and the amount of movement of the 2-nd lens unit G2.

The 2-nd lens vnit G2 serves as a movable lens unit,
which is moved during focusing, and it is based on the
Tessar type lens. More specifically, the 2-nd lens unit G2
includes a front sub unit having a positive lens element and
a negative lens element, a rear sub unit having a cemented
lens component of a negative and a positive lens element,
together with a positive lens element, and an aperture stop
A disposed between the front and rear sub units.

The 3-1d lens unit G3 is comprised of a positive lens
element having a weak refractive power, which serves as an
aberration correcting lens unit during focusing. In the lens
element LS and component 1.6, which lie in front of and
behind the aperture stop A, the surfaces which face the
aperture stop A are strongly concaved with respect to the
aperture stop A. The lens elements L1 to LS constitute a
front lens group, and the lens elements L6 to L8 constitute
arear lens group. Thus, the entire lens system is composed
of the front and rear lens groups, which are arranged in the
form of a modified Gauss type lens, thereby enabling
aberrations to be effectively corrected despite a fast lens
system having an f-number of 1.4.

In the above-described specific lens arrangement, it is

preferable to satisfy the following conditions (4) to (7):
0.28<D1/f<0.36 @
0.19<S1//<0.23 )]
0.62<rl/f<1.0 ©)
—0.8<r10/19<0 (0]

where

r1: the radius of curvature of the object-side surface of the
positive lens element closest to the object side in the
1-st lens unit G1;

19: the radius of curvature of the object-side surface of the

5-th negative lens element L5; and

110: the radius of curvature of the image-side surface of

the 5-th negative lens element LS.

The condition (4) relates to the correction of spherical
aberration at a standard object distance, and it must be
satisfied in order to make favorable spherical aberration
correction, as described above.

If D1/f is not larger than the lower limit of the condition
4), i.e., 0.28, it becomes difficult to effectively correct the
spherical aberration occurring in the 1-st lens unit G1, and
it is impossible to attain a large aperture ratio, which is an
object of the present invention.

If D1/f is not smaller than the upper limit of the condition
(4),i.e., 0.36, the axial thickness of the 1-st lens unit G1 (i.e.,
the distance along the optical axis from the surface closest
to the object side to the surface closest to the image side)
becomes excessively large, resulting in an increase in the
overall size of the lens system and a deficiency of a
vignetting.

10

15

20

25

30

35

45

50

55

65

8

The condition (5) specifies an appropriate range for the
spacing between the 1-st and 2-nd lens units GI and G2
when the lens system is focused at the infinite object point,
as described above.

I S1/f is not larger than the lower limit of the condition
(5), i.e., 0.19, the spacing between the two lens units is
excessively narrow, so that the two lens units interfere with
each other when the lens system is focused at the nearest
object point.

If S1/f is not smaller than the upper limit of the condition
(5), i.e., 0.23, the spacing between the two lens units is
excessively wide, so that a vignetting is likely to become
insufficient.

The condition (6) specifies an appropriate range for the
radius of curvature of the surface in the 1-st Iens unit G1 that
is closest to the object.

If r1/f is not smaller than the upper limit of the condition
(6), ie., 1.0, the annular spherical aberration is over-
corrected, thus degrading the out-of-focus tone of the
background, which is a problem that is associated with
particularly this type of lens system. Further, it becomes
difficult to correct astigmatism effectively.

If £1/f is not larger than the lower limit of the condition
(6), i.e., 0.62, the annular spherical aberration is likely to be
under-corrected. Therefore, the image-forming performance
of the lens system when the aperture is decreased is likely to
degrade because of the shift of focus from the position at full
aperture. In addition, the radius of curvature of the image-
side surface of the 3-rd negative meniscus lens element 1.3
is likely to decrease. In such a case, it becomes difficult to
correct the off-axis sagittal comatic flare.

The condition (7) specifies the configuration of the 5-th
negative lens element LS in the 2-nd lens unit G2.

If r10/49 is not larger than the lower limit of the condition
(7), ie., 0.8, the radius of curvature of the object-side
surface of the 6-th cemented lens component L6 increases
on account of the correction of comatic aberration.
Therefore, it becomes difficult to ensure the required back
focus and to correct the upper comatic aberration at a middle
angle of view.

If 1049 is not smaller than the upper limit of the
condition (7), i.e., 0, the radius of curvature of the object-
side surface of the 5-th negative lens element L5 becomes
excessively large. Consequently, it becomes difficult to
correct the lower comatic aberration at a middle angle of
view.

It is preferable to satisfy the following conditions (8) and
(9) in addition to the above-described conditions:

0.08<Daff<0.13
0.07<Db/<0.13

®
©®
where
Da: the axial thickness of the front sub unit G21 in the
2-nd lens unit G2; and
Db: the axial air spacing between the front and rear sub
units G21 and G22 in the 2-nd lens unit G2 when the
lens system is focused at the infinite object point.
The condition (8) specifies the axial thickness of the front
sub unit G21 in the 2-nd lens unit G2. In general, as the axial
thickness of a lens system increases, it becomes possible to
correct various aberrations even more effectively, but it also
becomes more likely that the overall size of the lens system
will increase, and that a vignetting will reduce. Particularly,
in the case of a lens system in which a large air spacing must
be provided between the 1-st lens unit G1 and the 2-nd lens
unit G2, as in the lens system of the present invention, an
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increase in the axial thickness of the front sub unit G21
causes an increase in the degree of asymmetry of the lens
thickness on the object and image sides of the aperture stop.
Consequently, it is likely that a vignetting will reduce, and
that the off-axis performance will degrade.

The upper limit of the condition (8) indicates the tolerance
limit with respect to the lowering of a vignetting and the
degradation of the off-axis performance, whereas the lower
limit of the condition (8) indicates the tolerance limit below
which the spherical aberration cannot satisfactorily be cor-
rected.

In a case where an aperture stop is provided in the 2-nd
lens unit G2 in the above-described specific lens
arrangement, it may be disposed on the image side of the
4-th positive lens element 14, or on the image side of the
5-th negative lens element LS, or the image side of the 6-th
cemented lens component L6. However, it is most favorable
to provide an aperture stop on the image side of the 5-th
negative lens element LS for the reasons stated below:

If an aperture stop is provided on the image side of the
4-th positive lens element .4, the symmetry of the bundle of
light rays improves, and it is therefore favorable for the
correction of the field curvature and the lateral chromatic
aberration. However, since the ray bundle passes asymmetri-
cally the mutually opposing strong concave surfaces of the
5-th and 6-th lens units 1S and L6, it is difficult to correct,
particularly, the upper comatic aberration. Consequently, the
out-of-focus tone is likely to degrade.

If an aperture stop is provided on the image side of the
6-th cemented lens component L6, the quantity of lower ray
bundle becomes insufficient, and an enormous increase in
the front lens diameter and aggravation of the lateral chro-
matic aberration are inevitable.

K, on the other hand, an aperture stop is disposed on the
image side of the 5-th negative lens element L5, the 5-th
negative lens element LS and the negative lens element of
the 6-th cemented lens component L6 are symmetrically
disposed with respect to the aperture stop. Therefore,
aberrations, particularly comatic aberration can be effec-
tively corrected.

The condition (9) specifies the aperture stop spacing when
the aperture stop is disposed on the image side of the 5-th
negative lens element L5.

¥ Db/f is not smaller than the upper limit of the condition
(9), i.e., 0.13, the aperture stop spacing becomes undesirably
wide, causing reduction of a vignetting and degradation of
the off-axis performance for the same reasons as in the case
of the condition (8).

If Db/f is not larger than the lower limit of the condition
(9), i.e., 0.07, the 5-th negative lens element LS and the 6-th
cemented lens component L6 interfere with each other, and
it is therefore difficult to provide the aperture stop in the
spacing.

Further, it is preferable to satisfy the following conditions
(10) to (18) from the viewpoint of the arrangement or the
correction of various aberrations:

—3<Faff<-15 (10

(an
(12)
(13)
(14)

0.57<Fb/f<0.7
0.47<r3(f<0.53
0.9<r13/r11<1.4
—0.8<fir12<1.7
15<v1-v2<27 (15)

18457 (16)
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3<v8-v4<12 (7

0.3<r17/r16<0.9 (18)

where

Fa: the focal length of the front sub unit G21 in the 2-nd
lens unit G2;

Fb: the focal length of the rear sub unit G22 in the 2-nd
lens unit G2;

13: the radius of curvature of the object-side surface of the
2-nd positive meniscus lens element 1.2;

rll: the radius of curvature of the object-side surface of
the 6-th cemented lens component L6;

r13: the radius of curvature of the image-side surface of
the 6-th cemented lens component L6;

112: the radius of curvature of the cemented surface of the
6-th cemented lens component L6;

116: the radius of curvature of the object-side surface of
the 8-th positive lens element L8;

117: the radius of curvature of the image-side surface of
the 8-th positive lens element L8;

n7: the refractive index for the spectral d-line of the
positive lens element constituting the 6-th cemented
lens component L6;

v1: the Abbe’s number for the spectral d-line of the 1-st

positive lens element L1;

v2: the Abbe’s number for the spectral d-line of the 2-nd

positive meniscus lens element 1.2;

v4: the Abbe’s number for the spectral d-line of the 4-th

positive lens element 1.4; and

v8: the Abbe’s number for the spectral d-line of the 7-th

positive lens element 1.7.

However, when the 1-st positive lens component is a
cemented lens which is composed of a negative and a
positive lens element, v1 is expressed by the reduced Abbe’s
number given by

vi=4-vxvyA5-va-vy) (a)

where Vx is the Abbe’s number of the negative lens element,
and vy is the Abbe’s number of the positive lens element.

The condition (10) relates to the correction of aberration
variation during the focusing operation.

If Fa/f is not smaller than the upper limit of the condition
(10), i.e., -1.5, the spherical aberration is likely to be
over-corrected, disadvantageously, when the lens system is
focused at the nearest object point.

If the Fa/f is not larger than the lower limit of the
condition (10), i.e., —3.0, the spherical aberration is unfa-
vorably under-corrected at the nearest object point.

The condition (11) relates to the arrangement for ensuring
the required back focus.

If Fb/f is not larger than the lower limit of the condition
(11), i.e., 0.57, the back focus becomes excessively short.
Thus, it becomes difficult to ensure an adequate back focus.

If Fb/f is not smaller than the upper limit of the condition
(11), i.e., 0.7, it becomes impossible to correct the aberration
variation during the focusing operation, or it becomes dif-
ficult to correct the spherical and comatic aberrations at the
standard object distance.

The condition (12) relates to the correction of annular
spherical aberration. The condition (12), together with the
condition (6), must be satisfied in order to cormrect the
annular spherical aberration effectively.

If r3/f is not smaller than the upper limit of the condition
(12), i.e., 0.53, the angle of defiection of light rays at the
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object-side surface of the 2-nd positive meniscus lens ele-
ment L2 becomes excessively large, and over-correction of
the annular spherical aberration becomes remarkable.

If r3/f is not larger than the lower limit of the condition
(12), i.e., 0.47, it becomes difficult to correct the positive
comatic aberration at a middle angle of view when the
annular spherical aberration is corrected.

The condition (13) relates to the correction of astigma-
tism.

If r13/r11 is not smaller than the upper limit of the
condition (13), i.e., 1.4, the meridional image surface is
over-corrected, whereas, if it is not larger than the lower
limit, i.e., 0.9, the meridional image surface is under-
corrected.

The condition (14) relates to the correction of chromatic
aberrations of Rand ray.

If f/r12 is not smaller than the upper limit of the condition
(14), ie., 1.7, it becomes difficult to correct the chromatic
aberration of Rand ray, whereas, if f/r12 is not larger than the
lower limit, i.e., —0.8, the effect of the cemented surface
becomes unfavorably weak, resulting in the Petzval sum
being under-corrected.

The condition (15) relates to the correction of lateral
chromatic aberration or chromatic aberration of astigmatic
aberration.

If vl-v2 is not larger than the lower limit of the condition
(15),1i.e., 15, the dispersion of the 1-st positive lens element
L1 increases, so that it becomes difficult to correct the lateral
chromatic aberration and the chromatic aberration of the
astigmatic aberration effectively.

The upper limit of the condition (15) is exceeded when a
special low-dispersion glass is used for the 1-st positive lens
element L1, or the 2-nd positive meniscus lens element 1.2
is made of an extremely high-dispersion vitreous material.
In the former case, the cost rises; in the latter case, the 1-st
lens unit G1 becomes incapable of correcting the chromatic
abemration by itself. Consequently, the variation of axial
chromatic aberration or lateral chromatic aberration is mani-
fested unfavorably.

The condition (16) must be satisfied in order to correct the
Petzval sum effectively.

If n7 is smaller than the lower limit of the condition (16),
i.e., 1.84, the Petzval sum becomes excessively large on the
positive side, so that it becomes difficult to correct the field
curvature effectively.

The condition (17) relates to the balance of chromatic
aberrations. It is a common practice in lens design to use a
relatively high-dispersion glass near an aperture stop and a
relatively low-dispersion glass at a position away from the
aperture stop.

If v8—v4 is not smaller than the upper limit of the
condition (17), i.e., 12, the dispersion of the 7-th positive
lens element L7 becomes large, so that it becomes difficult
to correct the lateral chromatic aberration when the disper-
sion of the 1-st positive lens element L1 is made low
according to the condition (15).

If v8—v4 is not larger than the lower limit of the condition
(17), i.e., 3, the dispersion of the 4-th positive lens element
L4 becomes high, so that the axial chromatic aberration is
under-corrected.

The condition (18) relates to the correction of the aber-
ration variation during the focusing operation. If r17/r16 is
outside the range defined by the upper and lower limits of
the condition (18), it becomes difficult to balance the spheri-
cal aberration and the field curvature with each other.

Embodiments of the present invention will be described
below with reference to the accompanying drawings.
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12
First Embodiment:

FIG. 1 shows the lens arrangement of a large aperture
medium telephoto lens system according to a first embodi-
ment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 1, the a large aperture medium tele-
photo lens system includes, in order from the object side, a
1-st lens unit G1, a 2-nd lens unit G2, and a 3-rd lens unit
G3. The 1-st lens unit G1 includes, in order from the object
side, a positive meniscus lens element 1.1 having a convex
surface directed toward the object side, a positive meniscas
lens element L2 having a convex surface directed toward the
object side, and a negative meniscus lens element I3 having
a convex surface directed toward the object side. The 2-nd
lens unit G2 includes, in order from the object side, a
positive meniscus lens element 1.4 having a convex surface
directed toward the object side, a biconcave lens element LS,
an aperture stop S, a cemented lens component L6 of a
biconcave lens element and a biconvex lens element, and a
biconvex lens element L7. The 3-rd lens unit G3 has a
positive meniscus lens element L8 having a concave surface
directed toward the object side.

FIG. 1 shows the positional relationship between the lens
units when the lens system is focused at the infinite object
point. When the lens system is to be focused on an object at
the closest focusing distance, the 2-nd lens unit G2 moves on
the optical axis along an orbit indicated by the arrow in
FIGS. 25(a) and 25(b).

The table below shows numerical data in the first embodi-
ment of the present invention. In the table: f is the focal
lIength when the lens system is focused at the infinite object
point; FN is the f-number at the infinite object point; B is the
image magnification when the lens system is focused at a
near object point; and Bf is the back focus. In addition, the
numerals at the left end show the ordinal Nos. of the lens
surfaces from the object side, and r is the radius of curvature
of each lens surface. d is the spacing between each pair of
adjacent lens surfaces, and v and v are respectively the
refractive index and the Abbe’s number for the spectral
d-line (A=587.6 nm).

f=285.00
FN=143
Bf = 38.12
T d v n
1 54.6447 10.4000 6542 1.60300
2 386.2789 0.1000
3 41.3841 8.1000 46.55 1.80411
4 69.6421 4.7000
5 108.1534 2.4000 2946 171736
6 28.1317 (d6 = variable)
7 46.3814 4.4000 39.61 1.80454
8 238.4203 2.4000
9 ~84.9337 2.2000 3375 1.64831
10 44.2102 4.0000
11 oo 3.4000 (stop)
12 —53.7011 2.0000 32.17 1.67270
13 65.2634 9.5000 39.82 1.86994
14 ~57.8447 0.1000
15 93.4589 3.5000 47.47 1.78797
16 —213.8583 (d16 = variable)
17 —326.6053 2.0000 5230 174810
18 —245.1387 38.1202
(Spacings variable during focusing)
B 85.0001 —0.1000
dé 17.7999 6.9908
dié 1.2001 12.0092
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-continued
f=285.00
FN=143
Bf =38.12
(Values corresponding to conditions)
1) Fuf =209
2 Fuf =0.882
3) Fa/f =15.295
4) Duf =0.302
(5) Su/f =0.209
(6) ruf =0.643
() r10/19 =-0.521
8) Da/f =0.106
() Db/f =0.087
(10) Fa/f =-1.854
(11) Fb/f =0.610
(12) r3/f =0487
(13) ri3/ril =1.077
(14) firl2 =1302
15  vi-v2 =18.87
(16) n7 =1.870
a7 v8-v4 =786
(18) r17/r16 =0.751

FIGS. 2 and 3 graphically show various aberrations at the
infinite object point and at the image magnification B=—Y4o,
respectively, in the first embodiment. In these figures: FN is
the f-number; Y is the image height; H is the height of
entering ray (i.e., distance of incidence); A is the incident
angle of the chief ray; d is the spectral d-line (A=587.6 nm);
and g is the spectral g-line (A=435.6 nm).

In the graphs showing astigmatism, the solid line repre-
sents the sagittal image surface, and the broken line repre-
sents the meridional image surface.

It will be understood from these figures that the a large
aperture medium telephoto lens system in this embodiment
is effectively corrected for various aberrations.

Second Embodiment: _

FIG. 4 shows the lens arrangement of a large aperture
medium telephoto lens system according to a second
embodiment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 4, the a large aperture medium tele-
photo lens system includes, in order from the object side, a
1-st lens unit G1, a 2-nd lens unit G2, and a 3-rd lens unit
G3. The 1-st lens unit G1 includes, in order from the object
side, a combination of two positive meniscus lens elements
L1 each having a convex surface directed toward the object
side, a positive meniscus lens element L2 having a convex
surface directed toward the object side, and a negative
meniscus lens element 1.3 having a convex surface directed
toward the object side. The 2-nd lens unit G2 includes, in
order from the object side, a positive meniscus lens element
14 having a convex surface directed toward the object side,
a biconcave lens element LS, an aperture stop S, a cemented
lens component L6 of a biconcave lens element and a
biconvex lens element, and a biconvex lens element L7. The
3-rd lens unit G3 has a positive meniscus lens element L8
having a concave surface directed toward the object side.

FIG. 4 shows the positional relationship between the lens
units when the lens system is focused at the infinite object
point. When the lens system is to be focused on an object at
the closest focusing distance, the 2-nd lens unit G2 moves on
the optical axis along an orbit indicated by the arrow in
FIGS. 25(a) and 25(b).

The second embodiment differs from the first embodiment
in that the lens element 1.1 of the a large aperture medium
telephoto lens system in the second embodiment is com-
posed of two lens elements.

The table below shows numerical data in the second
embodiment of the present invention. In the table: f is the
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focal length when the lens system is focused at the infinite
object point; FN is the f-number at the infinite object point;
B is the image magnification when the lens system is focused
at a near object point; and Bf is the back focus. In addition,
the numerals at the left end show the ordinal Nos. of the lens
surfaces from the object side, and r is the radius of curvature
of each lens surface. d is the spacing between each pair of
adjacent lens surfaces, and n and v are respectively the
refractive index and the Abbe’s number for the spectral
d-line (A=587.6 nm).

f=85.00
FN =143
Bf =38.12
T d v n
1 82.1305 4.6000 65.42 1.60300
2 142.2969 0.1000
3 50.1028 9.6000 67.87 1.59319
4 180.9466 0.1000
5 43.2464 7.0000 40.90 1.79631
6 50.6525 4.0000
7 85.0525 2.4000 2946 171736
8 29.0685 (d8 = variable)
9 39.2512 4.8000 39.61 1.80454
10 198.2455 2.5000
11 —126.0081 2.0000 3217 1.67270
12 36.9324 4.0000
13 oo 4.0000 (stop)
14 —36.6878 1.8000 31.08 1.68893
15 158.8503 8.0000 39.82 1.86994
16 —46.1165 0.1000
17 84.9089 4.0000 4747 1.78797
18 -151.1095 (d18 = variable)
19 ~177.6658 2.0000 52.30 1.74810
20 —150.9493 38.1199
(Spacings variable during focusing)
B 85.0000 —0.1000
d8 17.7992 7.4554
di8 1.1997 11.5435
(Values corresponding to conditions)
(1) Fuf =229
@  Fuf =0.852
3) F3/f =15.296
4)  DUf =0.327
(S) SutE =0.200
6  rUf =0.966
(D rloio =-0.293
®) Da/f =0.109
(©)  Dwf =0.094
(10) Falf =-2.692
(11) Fb/f =0.627
(12) r3/f =0.509
13)  ri3mil =1.257
(14) fr12 =0.535
(15) vi-v2 =24.52
@16) o7 =1.870
17 v8-v4 =7.86
(18) r17/r16 =0.850

FIGS. 5 and 6 graphically show various aberrations at the
infinite object point and at the image magnification f="VY1o,
respectively, in the second embodiment. In these figures: FN
is the f-number; Y is the image height; H is the height of
entering ray; A is the incident angle of the chief ray; d is the
spectral d-line (A=587.6 nm); and g is the spectral g-line
(A=435.6 nm).

In the graphs showing astigmatism, the solid line repre-
sents the sagittal image surface, and the broken line repre-
sents the meridional image surface.

It will be understood from these figures that the a large
aperture medium telephoto lens system in this embodiment
is effectively corrected for various aberrations.
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Third Embodiment:

FIG. 7 shows the lens arrangement of a large aperture
medium telephoto lens system according to a third embodi-
ment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 7, the a large aperture medium tele-
photo lens system includes, in order from the object side, a
1-st lens unit G1, a 2-nd lens unit G2, and a 3-rd lens unit
G3. The 1-st lens unit G1 includes, in order from the object
side, a positive meniscus lens element L1 having a convex
surface directed toward the object side, a positive meniscus
lens element 1.2 having a convex surface directed toward the
object side, and a negative meniscus lens element 1.3 having
a convex surface directed toward the object side. The 2-nd
lens unit G2 includes, in order from the object side, a
positive meniscus lens element L4 having a convex surface
directed toward the object side, a biconcave lens element LS,
an aperture stop S, a cemented lens component L6 of a
biconcave lens element and a biconvex lens element, and a
biconvex lens element L7. The 3-rd lens unit G3 has a
positive meniscus lens element 1.8 having a concave surface
directed toward the object side.

FIG. 7 shows the positional relationship between the lens
units when the lens system is focused at the infinite object
point. When the lens system is to be focused on an object at
the closest focusing distance, the 2-nd lens unit G2 moves on
the optical axis along an orbit indicated by the arrow in
FIGS. 25(a) and 25(b).

The a large aperture medium telephoto lens system of the
third embodiment has the same arrangement as that of the
first embodiment but differs from the lens system of the first
embodiment in the configuration of each lens unit.

The table below shows numerical data in the third
embodiment of the present invention. In the table: f is the
focal length when the lens system is focused at the infinite
object point; FN is the f-number at the infinite object point;
Bis the image magnification when the lens system is focused
at a near object point; and Bf is the back focus. In addition,
the numerals at the left end show the ordinal Nos. of the lens
surfaces from the object side, and r is the radius of curvature
of each lens surface. d is the spacing between each pair of
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refractive index and the Abbe’s number for the spectral
d-line (A=587.6 nm).

f=285.00
FN =143
Bf =38.12
r d \Y n
1 55.9840 10.6000 65.42 1.60300
2 404.1220 0.2000
3 41.0180 7.9000 46.55 1.80411
4 70.9270 4.8000
5 105.3240 2.4000 2946 1.71736
6 279470 (d6 = variable)
7 48.4100 5.0000 39.61 1.80454
8 238.0767 2.3000
9 —79.2380 2.2000 3375 1.64831
10 453310 4.0000
1 oo 3.4000 (stop)
12 —53.7640 2.0000 32.17 1.67270
13 63.9390 9.0000 39.82 1.86994
14 —58.1120 0.2000
15 96.3900 3.6000 4747 1.78797
16 ~174.7209 (d16 = variable)
17 —295.5080 2.0000 49.45 177279
18 —214.2780 38.1155
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-continued
f=285.00
FN =143
Bf =38.12

(Spacings variable during focusing)

] 84.9991 -0.1000
d6 18.2980 7.1690
di6 1.0980 12.2270
(Values corresponding to conditions)
) Fuf =2.059
) Fuf =0.890
[©)] B3/f =11.742
4) DUf =0.304
5) Su/f =0.215
6) rUf =0.659
() ri0h9 =-0.572
8) Da/f =0.112
©9) Db/ =0.087
(10) Fa/f =-1.623
(11) Fo/f =0.595
(12) 13/f =0483
3) i3l =1.081
(14) fir12 =1329
(15) vi-v2 =18.87
(16) n7 =1.3870
17 v8-v4 =786
(18) r17/rl6 =025

FIGS. 8 and 9 graphically show various aberrations at the
infinite object point and at the image magnification f=7Vio,
respectively, in the third embodiment. In these figures: FN is
the f-number; Y is the image height; H is the height of
entering ray; A is the incident angle of the chief ray; d is the
spectral d-line (A=587.6 nm); and g is the spectral g-line
(A=435.6 nm).

In the graphs showing astigmatism, the solid line repre-
sents the sagittal image surface, and the broken line repre-
sents the meridional image surface.

It will be understood from these figures that the a large
aperture medium telephoto lens system in this embodiment
is effectively corrected for various aberrations.

Fourth Embodiment:

FIG. 10 shows the lens arrangement of a large aperture
medium telephoto lens system according to a fourth embodi-
ment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 10, the a large aperture medium
telephoto lens system includes, in order from the object side,
a 1-st lens unit G1, a 2-nd lens unit G2, and a 3-rd lens unit
G3. The 1-st lens unit G1 includes, in order from the object
side, a positive meniscus lens element 1.1 having a convex
surface directed toward the object side, a positive meniscus
lens element 1.2 having a convex surface directed toward the
object side, and a negative meniscus lens element .3 having
a convex surface directed toward the object side. The 2-nd
lens unit G2 includes, in order from the object side, a
positive meniscus lens element 1.4 having a convex surface
directed toward the object side, a biconcave lens element L5,
an aperture stop S, a cemented lens component L6 of a
biconcave lens element and a biconvex lens element, and a
biconvex lens element L7. The 3-rd lens unit G3 has a
positive meniscus lens element 1.8 having a concave surface
directed toward the object side.

FIG. 10 shows the positional relationship between the
lens units when the lens system is focused at the infinite
object point. When the lens system is to be focused on an
object at the closest focusing distance, the 2-nd lens unit G2
moves on the optical axis along an orbit indicated by the
arrow in FIGS. 25(a) and 25(5).

The a large aperture medium telephoto lens system of the
fourth embodiment has the same arrangement as that of the
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first embodiment but differs from the lens system of the first
embodiment in the configuration of each lens unit.

The table below shows numerical data in the fourth
embodiment of the present invention. In the table: f is the
focal length when the lens system is focused at the infinite
object point; FN is the f-number at the infinite object point;
B is the image magnification when the lens system is focused
at a near object point; and Bf is the back focus. In addition,
the numerals at the left end show the ordinal Nos. of the lens
surfaces from the object side, and r is the radius of curvature
of each lens surface. d is the spacing between each pair of
adjacent lens surfaces, and n and v are respectively the
refractive index and the Abbe’s number for the spectral
d-line (A=587.6 nm).

f=28500
FN =143
Bf = 38.12
T d v n
1 56.1186 11.0000 65.42 1.60300
2 373.2313 0.1000
3 41.4030 8.1000 46.55 1.80411
4 68.8270 4.6500
5 1024853 2.4000 2946 1.71736
6 284811 (d6 = variable)
7 43.8059 4.7000 40.90 1.79631
8 219.1563 24500
9 —95.3469 1.8000 3375 1.64831
10 41.2488 4.2000
11 e 3.6000 (stop)
12 —47.7389 1.9000 32.17 1.67270
13 75.2626 9.1000 39.82 1.86994
14 -55.7112 0.1000
15 92.9367 4.0000 47.47 1.78797
16 —180.9529 (d16 = variable)
17 —299.1767 2.0000 49.45 1.77279
18 —226.3008 38.1197
(Spacings variable during focusing)
£B 85.0002 -0.1000
dé 17.7998 69879
di6 1.0995 119115
(Values corresponding to conditions)
(€)) FUf =2122
(2) F/f =0.885
(3) F3f =13.976
4 DU/t =0309
5)  Sus =0209
(6) rl/f =0.660
() r10/9 =-0433
(8) Da/f =0.105
) Db/f =0.092
(10)  Faf =-2039
(i1) Fb/f =0.622
(12) 3/t =0487
(13) r13/rll =1.167
(14) fr12 =1129
(15) vi-v2 =18.87
(16) n7 =1.870
17 v8-vé =657
(18) ri7/r16 =0.756

FIGS. 11 and 12 graphically show various aberrations at
the infinite object point and at the image magnification
B=—V10, respectively, in the fourth embodiment. In these
figures: FN is the f-number; Y is the image height; H is the
height of entering ray; A is the incident angle of the chief
ray; d is the spectral d-line (A=587.6 nm); and g is the
spectral g-line (A=435.6 nm).

In the graphs showing astigmatism, the solid line repre-
sents the sagittal image surface, and the broken line repre-
sents the meridional image surface.

It will be understood from these figures that the a large
aperture medium telephoto lens system in this embodiment
is effectively corrected for various aberrations.
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Fifth Embodiment:

FIG. 13 shows the lens arrangement of a large aperture
medium telephoto lens system according to a fifth embodi-
ment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 13, the a large aperture medium
telephoto lens system includes, in order from the object side,
a 1-st lens unit G1, a 2-nd lens unit G2, and a 3-rd lens unit
G3. The 1-st lens unit G1 includes, in order from the object
side, a positive meniscus lens element L1 having a convex
surface directed toward the object side, a positive meniscus
lens element 1.2 having a convex surface directed toward the
object side, and a negative meniscus lens element L3 having
a convex surface directed toward the object side. The 2-nd
lens unit G2 includes, in order from the object side, a
positive meniscus lens element 1.4 having a convex surface
directed toward the object side, a biconcave lens element LS,
an aperture stop S, a cemented lens component 16 of a
biconcave lens element and a biconvex lens element, and a
biconvex lens element L'7. The 3-rd lens unit G3 has a
positive meniscus lens element L8 having a concave surface
directed toward the object side.

FIG. 13 shows the positional relationship between the
lens units when the lenis system is focused at the infinite
object point. When the lens system is to be focused on an
object at the closest focusing distance, the 2-nd lens unit G2
moves on the optical axis along an orbit indicated by the
arrow in FIGS. 25(a) and 25(b).

The a large aperture medium telephoto lens system of the
fifth embodiment has the same arrangement as that of the
first embodiment but differs from the lens system of the first
embodiment in the configuration of each lens unit.

The table below shows numerical data in the fifth embodi-
ment of the present invention. In the table: f is the focal
length when the lens system is focused at the infinite object
point; FN is the f-number at the infinite object point; B is the
image magnification when the lens system is focused at a
near object point; and Bf is the back focus. In addition, the
numerals at the left end show the ordinal Nos. of the lens
surfaces from the object side, and r is the radius of curvature
of each lens surface. d is the spacing between each pair of
adjacent lens surfaces, and n and v are respectively the
refractive index and the Abbe’s number for the spectral
d-line (A=587.6 nm).

f=85.00
FN=143
Bf =38.12
T d v n
1 55.1738 10.0000 67.87 1.59319
2 335.3856 0.1000
3 41.1905 8.1000 46.55 1.80411
4 71.8141 4.9000
5 100.7687 2.4000 29.46 1.71736
6 27.8403 (d6 = variable)
7 40.7318 4.2000 39.61 1.80454
8 164.1010 2.5000
9 —130.6560 2.0000 3217 1.67270
10 39.6258 4.0000
11 oo 4.0000 (stop)
12 -37.1581 1.8000 31.08 1.68893
13 924.5430 8.0000 39.82 1.86994
14 —46.3606 0.1000
15 82.0387 40000 4747 1.78797
16 —151.2042 (d16 = variable)
17 —469.5733 2.0000 52.30 1.74810
18 -317.2566 38.1201
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f=28500
FN=143
Bf =38.12

(Spacings variable during focusing)

£B 85.0006 —0.1000
dé 17.7991 6.9406
dlé 1.2000 12.0585
(Values corresponding to conditions)
(1) Fl/f =2.083
2 Fuf =083
3) F3/f =15.295
4 D1/f =0.300
[©) Su/f =0.209
(6) rl/f =0.649
() 11019 =-0.303
®) Da/f =0.102
(©) Db/f =0.094
(10) Fa/f =-2358
(11) Fb/f =0.640
(12) 3/f =0485
(13) r13/rl1 =1.248
(14) fr12 =0.092
(15) vi-v2 =21.32
(16) n7 =1.870
a7n v8-v4 =786
(18) r17/r16 =0.676

FIGS. 14 and 15 graphically show various aberrations at
the infinite object point and at the image magnification
B=—110, respectively, in the fifth embodiment. In these
figures: FN is the f-number; Y is the image height; H is the
height of entering ray; A is the incident angle of the chief
ray; d is the spectral d-line (A=587.6 nm); and g is the
spectral g-line (A=435.6 nm).

In the graphs showing astigmatism, the solid line repre-
sents the sagittal image surface, and the broken line repre-
sents the meridional image surface.

It will be understood from these figures that the a large
aperture medijum telephoto lens system in this embodiment
is effectively corrected for various aberrations.

Sixth Embodiment:

FIG. 16 shows the lens arrangement of a large aperture
medium telephoto lens system according to a sixth embodi-
ment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 16, the a large aperture medium
telephoto lens system includes, in order from the object side,
a 1-st lens unit G1, a 2-nd lens unit G2, and a 3-rd lens unit
(3. The 1-st lens unit G1 includes, in order from the object
side, a cemented positive lens component L1, which is
composed of a negative meniscus lens element having a
convex surface directed toward the object side, and a posi-
tive meniscus lens element having a convex surface directed
toward the object side, a positive meniscus lens element L2
having a convex surface directed toward the object side, and
a negative meniscus lens element 1.3 having a convex
surface directed toward the object side. The 2-nd lens unit
G2 includes, in order from the object side, a positive
meniscus lens element L4 having a convex surface directed
toward the object side, a biconcave lens element L5, an
aperture stop S, a cemented lens component L6 of a bicon-
cave lens element and a biconvex lens element, and a
biconvex lens element L7. The 3-rd lens unit G3 has a
positive meniscus lens element L8 having a concave surface
directed toward the object side.

FIG. 16 shows the positional relationship between the
lens units when the lens system is focused at the infinite
object point. When the lens system is to be focused on an
object at the closest focusing distance, the 2-nd lens unit G2
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moves on the optical axis along an orbit indicated by the
arrow in FIGS. 25(a) and 25(5).

In the a large aperture medium telephoto lens system of
the sixth embodiment, the lens component 1.1 is a cemented
lens which is composed of a negative lens element and a
positive lens element.

The table below shows numerical data in the sixth
embodiment of the present invention. In the table: f is the
focal length when the lens system is focused at the infinite
object point; FN is the f-number at the infinite object point;
{ is the image magnification when the lens system is focused
at a near object point; and Bf is the back focus. In addition,
the numerals at the left end show the ordinal Nos. of the lens
surfaces from the object side, and r is the radius of curvature
of each lens surface. d is the spacing between each pair of
adjacent lens surfaces, and n and v are respectively the
refractive index and the Abbe’s number for the spectral
d-line (A=587.6 nm).

f=285.00
FN=143
Bf = 38.12
T d v n
1 54.1623 3.0000 35.19 1.74950
2 44.5124 12,0000 5375 1.69350
3 303.3092 0.2000
4 41.1365 6.6000 46.55 1.80411
5 62.6437 4.0000
6 117.4447 2.4000 29.46 171736
7 29.0175 (d7 = variable)
8 49.1261 4.9000 39.61 1.80454
9 429.6161 2.3000
10 —72.2781 2.2000 33.75 1.64831
11 46.1243 4.2000
12 o 3.4000 (stop)
13 —64.7161 2.0000 32.17 1.67270
14 53.4446 9.0000 39.82 1.86994
15 —58.3755 0.2000
16 105.6470 3.4000 46.55 1.80411
17 —269.3714 (d17 = variable)
18 —263.6411 1.8000 4945 177279
19 —217.5969 38.1198
(Spacings variable during focusing)
£8 85.0003 -0.1000
d7 17.5995 7.1687
da17 1.0998 11.5306
(Values corresponding to conditions)
(1) Fl/f =2.198
(2) FUf =0.860
?3) F3/f =18.650
“ DUf =0.332
) Si/f =0.207
©) ri/f =0.637
(@] r10/19 =-0.638
(8) Da/f =0.110
()] DW/f =0.089
(10) Fa/f =-1.804
(11) Fo/f =0.592
(12) 13/f =0484
(13) r13/r11 =0902
(14) fr12 =1.590
(15) vi-v2 =15.36
(16) n7 =1.870
17 v8-v4 =694
(18) r17/r16 =0.825

FIGS. 17 and 18 graphically show various aberrations at
the infinite object point and at the image magnification
B=—V10, respectively, in the sixth embodiment. In these
figures: FN is the f-number; Y is the image height; H is the
height of entering ray; A is the incident angle of the chief
ray; d is the spectral d-line (A=587.6 nm); and g is the
spectral g-line (A=435.6 nm).
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In the graphs showing astigmatism, the solid line repre-
sents the sagittal image surface, and the broken line repre-
sents the meridional image surface.

It will be understood from these figures that the a large
aperture medium telephoto lens system in this embodiment
is effectively corrected for various aberrations.

Seventh Embodiment:

FIG. 19 shows the lens arrangement of a large aperture
medium telephoto lens system according to a seventh
embodiment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 19, the a large aperture medium
telephoto lens system includes, in order from the object side,
a 1-st lens unit G1, a 2-nd lens unit G2, and a 3-rd lens unit
G3. The 1-st lens unit G1 includes, in order from the object
side, a positive meniscus lens element L1 having a convex
surface directed toward the object side, a positive meniscns
lens element 1.2 having a convex surface directed toward the
object side, and a negative meniscus lens element L3 having
a convex surface directed toward the object side. The 2-nd
lens unit G2 includes, in order from the object side, a
positive meniscus lens element L4 having a convex surface
directed toward the object side, a biconcave lens element L5,
an aperture stop S, a cemented lens component L6 of a
biconcave lens element and a biconvex lens element, and a
biconvex lens element L7. The 3-rd lens unit G3 has a
positive meniscus lens element 1.8 having a concave surface
directed toward the object side.

FIG. 19 shows the positional relationship between the
lens units when the lens system is focused at the infinite
object point. When the lens system is to be focused on an
object at the closest focusing distance, the 2-nd lens unit G2
moves on the optical axis along an orbit indicated by the
arrow in FIGS. 25(a) and 25(b).

The a large aperture medium telephoto lens system of the
seventh embodiment has the same arrangement as that of the
first embodiment but differs from the lens system of the first
embodiment in the configuration of each lens unit.

The table below shows numerical data in the seventh
embodiment of the present invention. In the table: f is the
focal length when the lens system is focused at the infinite
object point; FN is the f-number at the infinite object point;
B is the image magnification when the lens system is focused
at a near object point; and Bf is the back focus. In addition,
the numerals at the left end show the ordinal Nos. of the lens
surfaces from the object side, and r is the radius of curvature
of each lens surface. d is the spacing between each pair of
adjacent lens surfaces, and n and v are respectively the
refractive index and the Abbe’s number for the spectral
d-line (A=587.6 nm).

f=285.00
FN =143
Bf =38.12
r d v n
1 55.2636 10.6000 65.42 1.60300
2 3849799 0.2000
3 41.2922 7.8000 46.55 1.80411
4 69.1722 4.8000
5 104.8255 2.4000 2946 1.71736
6 28.3235 (d6 = variable)
7 46.1595 5.0000 39.61 1.80454
8 221.8871 2.3000
9 —85.5016 2.2000 33.75 1.64831
10 43.6253 4.0000
11 o 3.4000 (stop)
12 -52.0570 2.0000 3217 1.67270
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-continued

f=85.00
FN =143
Bf = 38.12
13 66.5098 9.0000 39.82 1.86994
14 —57.0184 0.2000
15 92.9245 4.0000 4747 178797
16 —197.5026 (d16 = variable)
17 —298.8146 2.0000 4945 177279
18 —229.8009 38.1197
(Spacings variable during focusing)
£ 85.0014 -0.1000
dé 17.6994 6.8809
dié 1.0996 119181
(Values corresponding to conditions)

(1) Fuf =2007

@  Fuf =0.887

(3)  F3f =14.958

4 DUf =0.304

5  Suf =0.208

6  rif =0.650

(@) r10/19 =-0.510

8  Daf =0.112

(9) Dbt =0087
(10)  Faif =-1.804
(1)  Foif =0.606
(12)  13f = 0486
(13) 13/l =1.095
(14)  fr12 =1278
(15) vi-v2 =18.87
(16) o7 =1870
a7 v8-v4 =786
18)  rl7i6 =0.760

FIGS. 20 and 21 graphically show various aberrations at
the infinite object point and at the image magnification
B=—V10, respectively, in the seventh embodiment. In these
figures: FN is the f-number; Y is the image height; H is the
height of entering ray; A is the incident angle of the chief
ray; d is the spectral d-line (A=587.6 nm); and g is the
spectral g-line (A=435.6 nm).

In the graphs showing astigmatism, the solid line repre-
sents the sagittal image surface, and the broken line repre-
sents the meridional image surface.

It will be understood from these figures that the a large
aperture medium telephoto lens system in this embodiment
is effectively corrected for various aberrations.

Eighth Embodiment:

FIG. 22 shows the lens arrangement of a large aperture
medium telephoto lens system according to an eighth
embodiment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 22, the a large aperture medium
telephoto lens system includes, in order from the object side,
a 1-st lens unit G1, a 2-nd lens unit G2, and a 3-rd lens unit
G3. The 1-st lens unit G1 includes, in order from the object
side, a positive meniscus lens element 1.1 having a convex
surface directed toward the object side, a positive meniscus
lens element 1.2 having a convex surface directed toward the
object side, and a negative meniscus lens element 1.3 having
a convex surface directed toward the object side. The 2-nd
lens unit G2 includes, in order from the object side, a
positive meniscus lens element 1.4 having a convex surface
directed toward the object side, a biconcave lens element L5,
an aperture stop S, a cemented lens component L6, which is
composed of a negative meniscus lens element having a
concave surface directed toward the object side, and a
positive meniscus lens element having a concave surface
directed toward the object side, and a biconvex lens element
1.7. The 3-rd lens unit G3 has a positive meniscus lens
element L8 having a concave surface directed toward the
object side.
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FIG. 22 shows the positional relationship between the
lens units when the lens system is focused at the infinite
object point. When the lens system is to be focused on an
object at the closest focusing distance, the 2-nd lens unit G2
moves on the optical axis along an orbit indicated by the 5
arrow in FIGS. 25(a) and 25(5).

The a large aperture medium telephoto lens system of the
eighth embodiment has the same arrangement as that of the
first embodiment but differs from the lens system of the first
embodiment in the configuration of each lens unit.

The table below shows numerical data in the eighth
embodiment of the present invention. In the table: f is the
focal length when the lens system is focused at the infinite
object point; FN is the f-number at the infinite object point;
B is the image magnification when the lens system is focused
at a near object point; and Bf is the back focus. In addition,
the numerals at the left end show the ordinal Nos. of the lens
surfaces from the object side, and r is the radius of curvature
of each lens surface. d is the spacing between each pair of
adjacent lens surfaces, and n and v are respectively the
refractive index and the Abbe’s number for the spectral
d-line (A=587.6 nm).
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figures: FN is the f-number; Y is the image height; H is the
height of entering ray; A is the incident angle of the chief
ray; d is the spectral d-line (A=587.6 nm); and g is the
spectral g-line (A=435.6 nm).

In the graphs showing astigmatism, the solid line repre-
sents the sagittal image surface, and the broken line repre-
sents the meridional image surface.

It will be understood from these figures that the a large
aperture medium telephoto lens system in this embodiment
is effectively corrected for various aberrations.

The reason why the spherical aberration and the field
curvature are slightly under-corrected when the lens system
is focused at a near object point in each embodiment of the
present invention is that these aberrations are intentionally
left so that the out-of-focus tone of the background, which
is likely to degrade in this type of conventional lens system,
is kept in a favorable state. Accordingly, the shift of the best
image surface may be made substantially zero, if necessary.

The operation of the present invention will be described
below.

FIGS. 25(a) and 25(b) schematically show the refractive
power distribution in the a large aperture medium telephoto
lens system according to the present invention, together with
the focusing operation thereof. FIGS. 26(a) and 26(b) sche-

1f=N 8=5.1923 25 matically show the refractive power distribution in the
Bf =38.12 conventional rear focusing type lens system, together with
. P v n the focusing operation thereof. FIGS. 25() and 26(a) show
the respective -lens systems when focused at the infinite
1 61.3733 9.0000 6787 159319 object point. FIGS. 25(b) and 26(b) show the respective lens
2 435.9947 0.1000 30 systems when focused at a near object point.
2 ;2%2 lg:m 4045 177219 As shown in FIGS. 26(a) and 26(b), the conventional rear
5 97.1944 2.4000 2046 171736 focusing type lens system is composed of a 1-st lens unit G1
6 29.6561 (d6 = variable) and a 2-nd lens unit G2, both of which have a positive
7 354886 4.6000 3961 180454 refractive power, and arranged to effect focusing by moving
g _;;g'iszgg ;% 317 167770 35 only the 2-nd lens unit G2 along the optical axis.
10 33.7538 4.5000 ’ ’ In FIGS. 26(a) and 26(b), let us take notice of Rand rays
1 oo 4.5000 (stop) 1a and 1b in the lens system when focused at the infinite
12 —32.2801 1.8000 3217 1.67270 object point and at the near object point. Assuming that the
ﬁ _gg:ggig gf% 4835 184042 height hla at which the ray 1a enters the 1-st lens unit G1
15 71.6652 3.8000 4945 177279 40 of the lens system as set for the infinite object point and the
16 ~191.3473 (d16 = variable) height h1b at which the ray 15 enters the 1-st lens unit G1
g -‘;g?g%g 3%11)?39’ 55.60  1.69680 of the lens system as set for the near object point are equal

(Spacings variable during focusing)

£B 85.0011 —0.1000 45
d6 17.7982 6.9395
di6 1.1978 12.0566
(Values corresponding to conditions)
(1) Fl/f =2.083
(2 Fuf =0.883 50
(3) F3f =15.295
4 Dut =0309
() Ssuf =0209
©  ruf =0.722
(O] r10/m9 =-0.144
8  Daf =0.099 ss
©) Db/f =0.106
(10)  Fat =-2503
(1)  Fot =0.645
(12)  3f =0.509
(13) 131 =1.209
(14)  fm2 =-0.550
s vi-w2 =18.42 60
(16) 17 =1.840
(17 v8-v4 =934
(18) r17/r16 =0.669

FIGS. 23 and 24 graphically show various aberrations at 65
the infinite object point and at the image magnification
B=—V10, respectively, in the eighth embodiment. In these

to each other, when the 2-nd lens unit G2 is moved toward
the object side to focus the lens system on a near object, the
height of the ray passing through the 2-nd lems unit G2
changes inevitably; the ray height h2b in the lens system
focused at the near object point is greater than the ray height
h2a at the infinite object point. Consequently, the spherical
aberration is under-corrected when the lens system is
focused at the near object point.

Next, let us take notice of chief rays 2a and 2b in the lens
system when focused at the infinite object point and at the
near object point, shown in FIGS. 26(a) and 26(b). Assum-
ing that the ray heights h2¢’ and h2b’ in the 2-nd lens unit
G2 as set for the infinite object point and for the near object
point are zero, the height hla’ of the chief ray passing
through the 1-stlens unit G1 when the lens system is focused
at the infinite object point is inevitably greater than the
height h1b' of the chief ray passing through the 1-st lens unit
(1 at the near object point. Accordingly, it is generally
difficult to suppress the variation of the image surface.

In contrast, the a large aperture medium telephoto lens
system of the present invention is composed of three lens
units G1 to G3, ali of which have a positive refractive power,
as shown in FIGS. 25(a) and 25(b), and it is arranged to
effect focusing by moving only the 2-nd lens unit G2 along
the optical axis. The 3-rd lens unit G3, which is a fixed lens
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unit, is disposed on the image side of the 2-nd lens unit G2,
which is a movable lens unit, thereby canceling the variation
of aberration produced inevitably when the lens system is
focused at a near object point, and thus obtaining even more
favorable closest distance performance.

In FIGS. 25(a) and 25(b), let us take notice of Rand rays
1a and 1b in the lens system when focused at the infinite
object point and at the near object point. Assuming that the
height hla at which the ray 1a enters the 1-st lens unit G1
of the lens system as set for the infinite object point and the
height h1b at which the ray 1b enters the 1-st lens unit G1
of the lens system as set for the near object point are equal
to each other, when the 2-nd lens unit G2 is moved toward
the object side to focus the lens system on a near object, the
height of the ray passing through the 2-nd lens unit G2
changes inevitably; the ray height h2b in the lens system
focused at the near object point is greater than the ray height
h2a at the infinite object point.

With regard to the height of the ray passing through the
3-rd lens unit G3, however, the ray height h3a in the lens
system focused at the infinite object point is greater than the
ray height h3b at the near object point. As a result, the
respective aberration correcting effects of the 2-nd and 3-rd
lens units G2 and G3 cancel each other. Thus, even when the
lens system is focused on a near object, the variation of
spherical aberration can be effectively corrected.

Next, let us take notice of chief rays 2a and 2b in the lens
system when focused at the infinite object point and at the
near object point, shown in FIGS. 25(a) and 25(b). Assum-
ing that the ray heights h2z’ and h2b' in the 2-nd lens unit
G2 as set for the infinite object point and for the near object
point are zero, the height hla' of the chief ray passing
through the 1-st lens unit G1 when the lens system is focused
at the infinite object point is inevitably greater than the
height h1b' of the chief ray passing through the 1-st lens unit
G1 when the lens system is focused at the near object point.

However, the height h3a’ of the chief ray passing through
the 3-rd lens unit G3 when the lens system is focused at the
infinite object point is smaller than the height h3b’ of the
chief ray passing through the 3-rd lens unit G3 when the lens
system is focused at the near object point. As a result, when
the lens system is focused at the mear object point, the
reduction of the contribution made by the 1-st lens unit G1
is compensated by the increase of the contribution by the
3-rd lens unit G3. Thus, it becomes possible to suppress the
variation of the image surface.

Thus, the a large aperture medium telephoto lens system
of the present invention enables the annular spherical aber-
ration and comatic aberration to be corrected even more
effectively than in the case of the conventional Gauss type
lens system. Moreover, it is possible to minimize the varia-
tion of the comatic aberration during focusing. Accordingly,
the arrangement of the present invention is also most suit-
able for a portrait lens that provides soft out-of-focus tone.

Further, since the lens units are corrected for aberrations
substantially independently of each other, it is also possible
to realize an anti-shake lens system, which enables correc-
tion of the variation of the image position due to camera-
shake or camera movement, by properly displacing
(decentering) each lens unit constituting the present inven-
tion or some lens element thereof in a direction approxi-
mately perpendicular to the optical axis.

As has been described above, the present invention makes
it possible to obtain a large aperture medium telephoto lens
system with an f-number of about 1.4 which is capable of
focusing by movement of a lens unit having a minimal
number of lens elements and yet excellent in the image-
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forming performance for objects in the object distance range
of from the infinite object point to the nearest object point.

What is claimed is:

1. Alens system comprising, in order from an object side,
a 1-st lens unit having a positive refractive power, a 2-nd
lens unit having a positive refractive power, and a 3-rd lens
unit having a positive refractive power, wherein, during
focusing, said 1-st and 3-rd lens units are fixed, whereas said
2-nd lens unit is movable along an optical axis, said lens
system satisfying the following condition:

9<F3/f<20

where f is the focal length of the entire lens system, and F3
is the focal length of said 3-rd lens unit.

2. Alens system according to claim 1, which satisfies the
following conditions:

0.28<D1/f<0.36
0.19<S1/f<0.23

where D1 is the axial thickness of said 1-st lens unit, S1
is the axial air spacing between said 1-st and 2-nd lens
units when the lens system is focused at an infinite
object point, and f is the focal length of the entire lens
system.
3. Alens system according to claim 1, which satisfies the
following condition:

0.62<r1/f<1.0

where 11 is the radius of curvature of an object-side surface
of a lens element in said 1-st lens unit that is closest to the
object side, and f is the focal length of the entire system.

4. A lens system according to claim 3, wherein said 1-st
iens unit includes, in order from the object side, two positive
lens elements, and one negative lens element, and said 2-nd
lens unit has, in order from the object side, a positive lens
element, a negative lens element, and a cemented lens
component of a negative and a positive lens element.

5. A lens system according to claim 4, which satisfies the
following conditions:

0.62<rl/f<1.0
15<v1-v2<27

0.3<r17/r16<0.9

where f is the focal length of the entire lens system, r1 is the
radius of curvature of an object-side surface of a lens
element in said 1-st lens unit that is closest to the object side,
116 is the radius of curvature of an object-side surface of the
positive lens element in said 3-rd lens unit, r17 is the radius
of curvature of an image-side surface of the positive lens
element in said 3-rd lens unit, v1 is the Abbe’s number of the
positive lens element in said 1-st lens unit that is closest to
the object side, and v2 is the Abbe’s number of the 2-nd
positive lens element in said 1-st lens unit from the object
side.

6. Alens system comprising, in order from an object side,
a 1-st lens unit having a positive refractive power, a 2-nd
lens unit having a positive refractive power, and a 3-rd lens
unit having a positive refractive power, wherein, during
focusing, said 1-st and 3-rd lens units are fixed, whereas said
2-nd lens unit is movable along an optical axis. said lens
system satisfying the following conditions:

1.8<F1if<2.4
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9<F3/f<20

where f is the focal length of the entire lens system, F1 is the
focal length of said 1-st lens unit, and F3 is the focal length
of said 3-rd lens unit.

7. Alens systern comprising, in order from an object side,
a 1-st lens unit having a positive refractive power, a 2-nd
lens unit having a positive refractive power, and a 3-rd lens
unit having a positive refractive power, wherein, during
focusing, said 1-st and 3-rd lens units are fixed, whereas said
2-nd lens unit is movable along an optical axis, said lens
system satisfying the following conditions:

0.8<F2/f<0.96
9<F3If<20

where f is the focal length of the entire lens system, F2 is the
focal length of said 2-nd lens unit, and F3 is the focal length
of said 3-rd lens unit.

8. Alens system comprising, in order from an object side,
a 1-st lens unit having a positive refractive power, a 2-nd
lens unit having a positive refractive power, and a 3-rd lens
unit having a positive refractive power, wherein, during
focusing, said 1-st and 3-rd lens units are fixed, whereas said
2-nd lens unit is movable along an optical axis, said lens
system satisfying the following conditions:

18<FUf2.4
0.8<F2f<0.96
9<F3(f<20

where f is the focal length of the entire lens system, F1 is the
focal length of said 1-st lens unit, F2 is the focal length of
said 2-nd lens unit, and F3 is the focal length of said 3-rd
lens unit.

9. A lens system according to claim 8, which satisfies the
following conditions:

0.28<D1/f<0.36
0.19<S1f<0.23

where D1 is the axial thickness of said 1-st lens unit, S1 is
the axial air spacing between said 1-st and 2-nd lens units
when the lens system is focused at an infinite object point,
and f is the focal length of the entire lens system.

10. A lens system according to claim 8, which satisfies the
following condition:

0.62<r/f<1.0

where rl is the radius of curvature of an object-side surface
of a lens element in said 1-st lens unit that is closest to the
object side, and f is the focal length of the entire lens system.

11. Alens system according to claim 8, wherein said 1-st
lens unit includes, in order from the object side, two positive
lens elements, and one negative lens element, and said 2-nd
lens unit has, in order from the object side, a positive lens
element, a negative lens element, and a cemented lens
component of a negative and a positive lens element.

12. A lens system according to claim 9, wherein said 1-st
lens unit includes, in order from the object side, two positive
lens elements, and one negative lens element, and said 2-nd
lens unit has, in order from the object side, a positive lens
element, a negative lens element, and a cemented lens
component of a negative and a positive lens element.

13. A lens system according to claim 11, which satisfies
the following conditions:
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0.62<r1[f<1.0
15<v1-v2<27
0.3<r17/r16<09

where f is the focal length of the entire lens system, r1 is the
radius of curvature of an object-side surface of a lens
element in said 1-st lens unit that is closest to the object side,
r16 is the radius of curvature of an object-side surface of the
positive lens element in said 3-rd lens unit, r17 is the radius
of curvature of an image-side surface of the positive lens
element in said 3-rd lens unit, v1 is the Abbe’s number of the
positive lens element in said 1-st lens unit that is closest to
the object side, and v2 is the Abbe’s number of the 2-nd
positive lens element in said 1-st lens unit from the object
side.

14. A lens system according to claim 12, which satisfies
the following conditions:

0.62<r1/f<1.0
15<vi-v2<27
0.3<r17/r16<09

where f is the focal length of the entire lens system, r1 is the
radius of curvature of an object-side surface of a lens
element in said 1-st lens unit that is closest to the object side,
116 is the radius of curvature of an object-side surface of the
positive lens element in said 3-rd lens unit, r17 is the radius
of curvature of an image-side surface of the positive lens
element in said 3-rd lens unit, v1 is the Abbe’s number of the
positive lens element in said 1-st lens unit that is closest to
the object side, and v2 is the Abbe’s number of the 2-nd
positive lens element in said 1-st lens unit from the object
side.

15. A lens system comprising, in order from an object
side, a 1-st lens unit having a positive refractive power, a
2-nd lens unit having a positive refractive power, and a 3-rd
lens unit having a positive refractive power,

said 1-st lens unit including, in order from the object side,

a positive lens element having a convex surface
directed toward the object side, a positive meniscus
lens element having a convex surface directed toward
the object side, and a negative meniscus lens element
having a convex surface directed toward the object
side,

said 2-nd lens unit including two sub units, that is, a front

sub unit and a rear sub unit, in order from the object
side, said front sub unit including, in order from the
object side, a positive lens element having a convex
surface directed toward the object side, and a negative
lens element whose image-side surface is more steeply
concaved than an object-side surface thereof, said rear
sub unit including, in order from the object side, a
cemented lens component and a positive lens element,
said cemented lens component including a negative
lens element having a concave surface directed toward
the object side, and a positive lens element having a
convex surface directed toward the image side, said
2-nd lens unit further including an aperture stop dis-
posed between said front and rear sub units,

said 3-rd lens unit including a positive lens element,
said lens system satisfying the following conditions:

0.28<D1/f<0.36

0.19<S1/f<0.23
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0.62<r1f<1.0

where D1 is the axial thickness of said 1-st lens unit, S1
is the axial air spacing between said 1-st and 2-nd lens
units when the lens system is focused at an infinite
object point, f is the focal length of the entire lens
system, and 11 is the radius of curvature of an object-
side surface of said positive lens element closest to the
object side in said 1-st lens unit which has a convex
surface directed toward the object side.

16. A lens system according to claim 15, which satisfies

the following condition:

—0.8<r10/r9<0

where 19 is the radius of curvature of the object-side surface
of said negative lens element in said 2-nd lens unit whose
image-side surface is more steeply concaved than the object-
side surface thereof, and r10 is the radius of curvature of the
image-side surface of said negative lens element in said 2-nd
lens unit whose image-side surface is more steeply concaved
than the object-side surface thereof.

17. A lens system according to claim 16, which satisfies
the following conditions:

0.08<Daff0.13
0.07<Db/0.13

where £ is the focal length of the entire lens system, Da is the
axial thickness of the front sub unit in said 2-nd lens unit,
and Db is the axial air spacing between the front and rear sub
units in said 2-nd lens unit when the lens system is focused
at an infinite object point.

18. A lens system according to claim 17, which satisfies
the following conditions:

—3<Faff-15
0.57<Fb<0.7

where f is the focal length of the entire lens system, Fa is the
focal length of the front sub unit in said 2-nd lens unit, and
Fb is the focal length of the rear sub unit in said 2-nd lens
unit.

19. A lens system according to claim 18, which satisfies
the following conditions:

047<r3/f<0.53
0.9<r13/r11<1 4
—0.8<fr12<17
15<v1-v2<27
184=n7
3<v8-va<12

0.3<r17/r16<0.9

where £ is the focal length of the entire lens system, 13 is the
radius of curvature of an object-side surface of the positive
meniscus lens element in said 1-st lens unit, r11 is the radius
of curvature of an object-side surface of the cemented lens
component in said 2-nd lens unit, r13 is the radius of
curvature of an image-side surface of the cemented lens
component in said 2-nd lens unit, r12 is the radius of
curvature of a cemented surface of the cemented lens
component in said 2-nd lens unit, r16 is the radius of
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curvature of an object-side surface of the positive lens
element in said 3-rd lens unit, r17 is the radius of curvature
of an image-side surface of the positive lens element in said
3-1d lens unit, v1 is the Abbe’s number of the positive lens
element in said 1-st lens unit that is closest to the object side,
v2 is the Abbe’s number of the 2-nd positive lens element in
said 1-st lens unit from the object side, v4 is the Abbe’s
number of the positive lens element in said 2-nd lens unit
that is closest to the object side, v8 is the Abbe’s number of
the positive lens element in said 2-nd Iens unit that is closest
to the image side, and n7 is the refractive index of the
positive lens element constituting the cemented lens com-
ponent in said 2-nd lens unit.

20. A lens system according to claim 18, which satisfies
the following conditions:

15<vi-v2<27

3<v8-vd<12

where v1 is the Abbe’s number of the positive lens element
in said 1-st lens unit that is closest to the object side, V2 is
the Abbe’s number of the 2-nd positive lens element in said
1-st lens unit from the object side, v4 is the Abbe’s number
of the positive lens element in said 2-nd lens unit that is
closest to the object side, and v8 is the Abbe’s number of the
positive lens element in said 2-nd lens unit that is closest to
the image side.

21. A lens system comprising, in order from an object
side, a 1-st lens unit having a positive refractive power, a
2-nd lens unit having a positive refractive power, and a 3-rd
lens unit having a positive refractive power,

said 1-st lens unit including, in order from the object side,

a positive lens element having a convex surface
directed toward the object side, a positive meniscus
lens element having a convex surface directed toward
the object side, and a negative meniscus lens element
having a convex surface directed toward the object
side,

said 2-nd lens unit including two sub units, that is, a front

sub unit and a rear sub unit, in order from the object
side, said front sub unit including, in order from the
object side, a positive lens element having a convex
surface directed toward the object side, and a negative
lens element whose image-side surface is more steeply
concaved than an object-side surface thereof, said rear
sub unit including, in order from the object side, a
cemented lens component and a positive lens element,
said cemented lens component including a negative
lens element having a concave surface directed toward
the object side, and a positive lens element having a
convex surface directed toward the image side, said
2-nd lens unit further including an aperture stop dis-
posed between said front and rear sub units,

said 3-rd lens unit including a positive lens element,
said lens system satisfying the following conditions:

0.28<D1/f<0.36
0.19<S1//0.23

—0.8<r10/r5<0

where D1 is the axial thickness of said 1-st lens unit, S1
is the axial air spacing between said 1-st and 2-nd lens
units when the lens system is focused at an infinite
object point, f is the focal length of the entire lens
system, 19 is the radius of curvature of the object-side
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surface of said negative lens element in said 2-nd lens
unit whose image-side surface is more steeply con-
caved than the object-side surface thereof, and r10 is
the radius of curvature of the image-side surface of said
negative lens element in said 2-nd lens unit whose
image-side surface is more steeply concaved than the
object-side surface thereof.

22. A lens system comprising, in order from an object
side, a 1-st lens unit having a positive refractive power, a
2-nd lens unit having a positive refractive power, and a 3-rd
lens unit having a positive refractive power,

said 1-st lens unit including, in order from the object side,

a positive lens element having a convex surface
directed toward the object side, a positive meniscus
lens element having a convex surface directed toward
the object side, and a negative meniscus lens element
having a convex surface directed toward the object
side,

said 2-nd lens unit including two sub units, that is, a front

sub unit and a rear sub unit, in order from the object
side, said front sub unit including, in order from the
object side, a positive lens element having a convex
surface directed toward the object side, and a negative
lens element whose image-side surface is more steeply
concaved than an object-side surface thereof, said rear
sub unit including, in order from the object side, a
cemented lens component and a positive lens element,
said cemented lens component including a negative
lens element having a concave surface directed toward
the object side, and a positive lens element having a
convex surface directed toward the image side, said
2-nd lens unit further including an aperture stop dis-
posed between said front and rear sub units,

said 3-rd lens unit including a positive lens element,
said lens system satisfying the following conditions:

0.28<D1/f<0.36
0.19<51/f<0.23
15<y1-2<27

where D1 is the axial thickness of said 1-st lens unit, S1 is
the axial air spacing between said 1-st and 2-nd lens units
when the lens system is focused at an infinite object point,
f is the focal length of the entire lens system, vl is the
Abbe’s number of the positive lens element in said 1-st lens
unit that is closest to the object side, and v2 is the Abbe’s
number of the second positive lens element in said 1-st lens
unit from the object side.

23. A lens system comprising, in order from an object
side, a 1-st lens unit having a positive refractive power, a
2-nd lens unit having a positive refractive power, and a 3-rd
lens unit having a positive refractive power,

said 1-st lens unit including, in order from the object side,

a positive lens element having a convex surface
directed toward the object side, a positive meniscus
lens element having a convex surface directed toward
the object side, and a negative meniscus lens element
having a convex surface directed toward the object
side,

said 2-nd lens unit including two sub units, that is, a front

sub unit and a rear sub unit, in order from the object
side, said front sub unit including, in order from the
object side, a positive lens element having a convex
surface directed toward the object side, and a negative
lens element whose image-side surface is more steeply
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concaved than an object-side surface thereof, said rear
sub unit including, in order from the object side, a
cemented lens component and a positive lens element,
said cemented lens component including a negative
lens element having a concave surface directed toward
the object side, and a positive lens element having a
convex surface directed toward the image side, said
2-nd lens unit further including an aperture stop dis-
posed between said front and rear sub units,
said 3-rd lens unit including a positive lens element,

said lens system satisfying the following conditions:

0.28<D1/f<0.36
0.19<51/f<0.23
0.08<Daff<0.13
0.07<Dbjf<0.13

where D1 is the axial thickness of said 1-st lens unit, S1
is the axial air spacing between said 1-st and 2-nd lens
units when the lens system is focused at an infinite
object point, f is the focal length of the entire lens
system, Da is the axial thickness of the front sub unit
in said 2-nd lens unit, and Db is the axial air spacing
between the front and rear sub units in said 2-nd lens
unit when the lens system is focused at the infinite
object point.

24. A lens system according to claim 23, which satisfies

the following conditions:

—3<Fafi-1.5

0.57<FB40.7

where f is the focal length of the entire lens system, Fa is
the focal length of the front sub unit in said 2-nd lens
unit, and Fb is the focal length of the rear sub unit in
said 2-nd lens unit.

25. A lens system comprising, in order from an object
side, a 1-st lens unit having a positive refractive power, a
2-nd lens unit having a positive refractive power, and a 3-rd
lens unit having a positive refractive power,

said 1-st Iens unit including, in order from the object side,

a positive lens element having a convex surface
directed toward the object side, a positive meniscus
lens element having a convex surface directed toward
the object side, and a negative meniscus lens element
having a convex surface directed toward the object
side,

said 2-nd lens unit including two sub units, that is, a front

sub unit and a rear sub unit, in order from the object
side, said front sub unit including, in order from the
object side, a positive lens element having a convex
surface directed toward the object side, and a negative
lens element whose image-side surface is more steeply
concaved than an object-side surface thereof, said rear
sub unit including, in order from the object side, a
cemented lens component and a positive lens element,
said cemented lens component including a negative
lens element having a concave surface directed toward
the object side, and a positive lens element having a
convex surface directed toward the image side, said
2-nd lens unit further including an aperture stop dis-
posed between said front and rear sub units,

said 3-rd lens unit including a positive lens element,

said lens system satisfying the following conditions:
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18<FLf<2.4
0.8<F2/f<0.96

9<F3/f<20
where f is the focal length of the entire lens system, F1 is
the focal length of said 1-st lens unit, F2 is the focal
length of said 2-nd lens unit, and F3 is the focal length
of said 3rd lens unit.
26. A lens system according to claim 25, which satisfies
the following conditions:

0.28<D1/f<0.36

0.19<S51/f<0.23

where D1 is the axial thickness of said 1-st lens unit, S1 is
the axial air spacing between said 1-st and 2-nd lens units
when the lens system is focused at an infinite object point,
and f is the focal length of the entire lens system.

27. A lens system according to claim 26, which satisfies
the following conditions:

0.08<Da/f<0.13
0.07<Db/f<0.13

where { is the focal length of the entire lens system, Da is the
axial thickness of the front sub unit in said 2-nd lens unit,
and Db is the axial air spacing between the front and rear sub
units in said 2-nd lens unit when the lens system is focused
at an infinite object point.

28. A lens system comprising, in order from an object
side, a 1-st lens unit having a positive refractive power, a
2-nd lens unit having a positive refractive power, and a 3-rd
lens unit having a positive refractive power,

said 1-st lens unit including, in order from the object side,

a positive lens element having a convex surface
directed toward the object side, a positive meniscus
lens element having a convex surface directed toward
the object side, and a negative meniscus iens element
having a convex surface directed toward the object
side,

said 2-nd lens unit including two sub units, that is, a front

sub unit and a rear sub unit, in order from the object
side, said front sub unit including, in order from the
object side, a positive lens element having a convex
surface directed toward the object side, and a negative
lens element whose image-side surface is more steeply
concaved than an object-side surface thereof, said rear
sub unit including, in order from the object side, a
cemented lens component and a positive lens element,
said cemented lens component including a negative
lens element having a concave surface directed toward
the object side, and a positive lens element having a
convex surface directed toward the image side, said
2-nd lens unit further including an aperture stop dis-
posed between said front and rear sub units,

said 3-rd lens unit including a positive lens element,
said lens system satisfying the following conditions:
0.28<D1/f<0.36
0.19<81//<0.23
—3<Faff<-1.5
0.57<Fbff<0.7

where D1 is the axial thickness of said 1-st lens unit, S1
is the axial air spacing between said 1-st and 2-nd lens
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units when the lens system is focused at an infinite
object point, f is the focal length of the entire lens
system, Fa is the focal length of the front sub unit in
said 2-nd lens unit, and Fb is the focal length of the rear
sub unit in said 2-nd lens unit.
29. A lens system according to claim 28, which satisfies
the following conditions:

0.62<r1/f1.0

-0.8<r10/9<0

where f is the focal length of the entire lens system, rl is the
radius of curvature of an object-side surface of said positive
lens element closest to the object side in said 1-st lens unit
which has a convex surface directed toward the object side,
19 is the radius of curvature of the object-side surface of said
negative lens element in said 2-nd lens unit whose image-
side surface is more steeply concaved than the object-side
surface thereof, and rl0 is the radius of curvature of the
image-side surface of said negative lens element in said 2-nd
lens unit whose image-side surface is more steeply concaved
than the object-side surface thereof.

30. A lens system according to claim 29, which satisfies
the following conditions:

0.47<r3/<0.53
0.9<r13/ri1<1.4
—0.8<f/r12<1.7
15<v1-v2<27
1.84=n7
3<v8-va<12
0.3<r17/r16<09

where f is the focal length of the entire lens system, 13 is the
radius of curvature of an object-side surface of the positive
meniscus lens element in said 1-st lens unit, r11 is the radius
of curvature of an object-side surface of the cemented lens
component in said 2-nd lens unit, r13 is the radius of
curvature of an image-side surface of the cemented lens
component in said 2-nd lens unit, r12 is the radius of
curvature of a cemented surface of the cemented lens
component in said 2-nd lens unit, r16 is the radius of
curvature of an object-side surface of the positive lens
element in said 3-rd lens unit, r17 is the radius of curvature
of an image-side surface of the positive lens element in said
3-rd lens unit, v1 is the Abbe’s number of the positive lens
element in said 1-st lens unit that is closest to the object side,
v2 is the Abbe’s number of the 2-nd positive lens element in
said 1-st lens unit from the object side, v4 is the Abbe’s
number of the positive lens element in said 2-nd iens unit
that is closest fo the object side, v8 is the Abbe’s number of
the positive lens element in said 2-nd lens unit that is closest
to the image side, and n7 is the refractive index of the
positive lens element of the cemented lens component in
said 2-nd lens unit.

31. A lens system according to claim 29, which satisfies
the following conditions:

15<v1-v2<27

3<v8-v4a<i2

where v1 is the Abbe’s number of the positive lens element
in said 1-st lens unit that is closest to the object side, V2 is
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the Abbe’s number of the 2-nd positive lens element in said
1-st lens unit from the object side, v4 is the Abbe’s number
of the positive lens element in said 2-nd lens unit that is
closest to the object side, and v8 is the Abbe’s number of the
positive lens element in said 2-nd lens unit that is closest to
the image side.

32. A lens system comprising, in order from an object
side, a 1-st lens unit having a positive refractive power, a
2-nd lens unit having a positive refractive power, and a 3-rd
Iens unit having a positive refractive power,

said 1-st lens unit including, in order from the object side,
a positive lens element having a convex surface
directed toward the object side, a positive meniscus
lens element having a convex surface directed toward
the object side, and a negative meniscus lens element
having a comvex surface directed toward the object
side,

said 2-nd lens unit including two sub units, that is, a front
sub unit and a rear sub unit, in order from the object
side, said front sub unit including, in order from the
object side, a positive lens element having a convex
surface directed toward the object side, and a negative
lens element whose image-side surface is more steeply
concaved than an object-side surface thereof, said rear
sub unit including, in order from the object side, a
cemented lens component and a positive lens element,
said cemented lens component including a negative
lens element having a concave surface directed toward
the object side, and a positive lens element having a
convex surface directed toward the image side, said
2-nd lens unit further including an aperture stop dis-
posed between said front and rear sub units,

said 3-rd lens unit including a positive lens element,

said lens system satisfying the following conditions:

0.28<D1/f<0.36
0.19<S1/f<0.23

3<y8-vd<12

where D1 is the axial thickness of said 1-st lens unit, S1
is the axial air spacing between said 1-st and 2-nd lens
units when the lens system is focused at an infinite
object point, f is the focal length of the entire lens
system, v4 is the Abbe’s number of the positive lens
element in said 2-nd lens unit that is closest to the
object side, and v8 is the Abbe’s number of the positive
lens element in said 2-nd lens unit that is closest to the
image side.

33. A lens system comprising, in order from an object
side, a 1-st lens unit having a positive refractive power, a
2-nd Iens unit having a positive refractive power, and a 3rd
lens unit having a positive refractive power,

said 1-st lens unit including, in order from the object side,

a positive lens element having a convex surface
directed toward the object side, a positive meniscus
lens element having a convex surface directed toward
the object side, and a negative meniscus lens element
having a convex surface directed toward the object
side, said 2-nd lens unit including two sub units, that is,
a front sub unit and a rear sub unit, in order from the
object side, said front sub unit including, in order from
the object side, a positive lens element having a convex
surface directed toward the object side, and a negative
lens element whose image-side surface is more steeply
concaved than an object-side surface thereof, said rear
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sub unit including, in order from the object side, a
cemented lens component and a positive lens element,
said cemented lens component including a negative
lens element having a concave surface directed toward
the object side, and a positive lens element having a
convex surface directed toward the image side, said
2-nd lens unit further including an aperture stop dis-
posed between said front and rear sub units,

said 3-rd lens unit including a positive lens element,
said lens system satisfying the following conditions:

0.62<r1/f<1.0

—-0.8<r10/r9<0

where f is the focal length of the entire lens system, rl is
the radius of curvature of an object-side surface of said
positive lens element closest to the object side in said
1-st lens unit which has a convex surface directed
toward the object side, r9 is the radius of curvature of
the object-side surface of said negative lens element in
said 2-nd lens unit whose image-side surface is more
steeply concaved than the object-side surface thereof,
and r10 is the radius of curvature of the image-side
surface of said negative lens element in said 2-nd lens
unit whose image-side surface is more steeply con-
caved then the object-side surface thereof.

34. A lens system according to claim 33, which satisfies

the following conditions:

0.08<Da/0.13

0.07<Dbj0.13

where f is the focal length of the entire lens system, Da is the
axial thickness of the front sub unit in said 2-nd lens unit,
and Db is the axial air spacing between the front and rear sub
units in said 2-nd lens unit wher the lens system is focused
at an infinite object point.

35. A lens system according to claim 33, which satisfies
the following condition:

15<v1-v2<27

where v1 is the Abbe’s number of the positive lens element
in said 1-st lens unit that is closest to the object side, and v2
is the Abbe’s number of the second positive lens element in
said 1-st lens unit from the object side.

36. A lens system according to claim 35, which satisfies
the following conditions:

—3<Faff~1.5
0.57<FB/&0.7

where f is the focal length of the entire lens system, Fa is the
focal length of the front sub unit in said 2-nd lens unit, and
Fb is the focal length of the rear sub unit in said 2-nd lens
unit.

37. A lens system according to claim 34, which satisfies
the following conditions:

—3<Faffc-1.5
0.57<Fb/f0.7

where f is the focal length of the entire lens system, Fa is the
focal length of the front sub unit in said 2-nd lens unit, and
Fb is the focal length of the rear sub unit in said 2-nd lens
unit.
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38. A lens system according to claim 37, which satisfies positive lens element in said 3-1d lens unit, v1 is the
the following conditions: Abbe’s number of the positive lens element in said 1-st

lens unit that is closest to the object side, v2 is the

047<r3/f<0.53 Abbe’s number of the 2-nd positive lens element in said
5 1-st lens unit from the object side, v4 is the Abbe’s
093l s number of the positive lens element in said 2-nd lens
~08<fr12<17 unit that is closest to the object side, v8 is the Abbe’s
number of the positive lens element in said 2-nd lens
15<vi-v2<27 unit that is closest to the image side, and n7 is the
- 10 refractive index of the positive lens element of the
1.84=n7 cemented lens component in said 2-nd lens unit.
3ev8—vd<i2 39. A 1e}1s systen.l.according to claim 37, which satisfies
the following conditions:
0.3<r17/716<09
15 15<v1-v2<27
where f is the focal length of the entire lens system, 13 is 3evB-vd<i2

the radius of curvature of an object-side surface of the

positive meniscus lens element in said 1-st lens unit,  where v1 is the Abbe’s number of the positive lens element
rll is the radius of curvature of an object-side surface  in said 1-st lens unit that is closest to the object side, V2 is
of the cemented lens component in said 2-nd lens unit, 20 the Abbe’s number of the 2-nd positive lens element in said
rl13 is the radius of curvature of an image-side surface 1-st lens unit from the object side, v4 is the Abbe’s number
of the cemented lens component in said 2-nd lens unit,  of the positive lens element in said 2-nd lens unit that is
r12 is the radius of curvature of a cemented surface of  closest to the object side, and v8 is the Abbe’s number of the

the cemented lens component in said 2-nd lens unit, 116 positive lens element in said 2-nd lens unit that is closest to
is the radius of curvature of an object-side surface of 25 the image side.

the positive lens element in said 3-rd lens unit, r17 is
the radius of curvature of an image-side surface of the ¥ ok ok k¥



